Monday, March 29, 2021

Heather Holland

Ward 4 Fire Protection District
P.0.Box 613
Jonesboro, Louisiana 71251

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics %z?»’
Docket No. 2021-108 P
SN
NI
T (s
Dear Mrs. Holland: N &
& &
A O

e e O
The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its April 9, 2021 meeting, cqgg’dgigié/@lr request for an
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advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiana Code of Governmentaok&ﬁﬂg& g@?ﬁde") would prohibit

Thomas Holland from being hired as the fire chief. ‘b'\b OANb\\\%
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Thomas Holland is currently a volunteer fire fighter for@% wr(vaire Protection District (“District”).
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Mr. Holland also owns a business, On-Scene F@ Sg{%c@%{&ﬁ provides no services to the District.

The Districtis considering hiring Mr. Holla &%&%‘ei@%ief. Scott Nunn, a member of the District’s
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Board, is also an employee of On-Scene@ 1(@,@
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La.R.S.42:1112(B)(3) prohibit.g\'aeﬁlgh% se¥vant from participating in a governmental transaction in

which any person of which he{@s\aﬁ:%xﬁ@en director, trustee, partner, or employee has a substantial
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La. R.S. 42:1112(B};&59Q@h£@1\?5 a public servant from participating in a transaction in which the
following person h&?a @%smﬁltial economic interest: Any person who isa party to an existing contract

economic interest.

with such publi@? gﬁngﬁ with any legal entity in which the public servant exercises control or owns
an interestﬁ‘?i&&s‘s&dff twenty-five percent, or who owes any thing of economic value to such public
servant, ort Ca%&@gal entity in which the public servant exercises control or owns an interest in excess
of twen q}l've,:)?ercent, and who by reason thereof is in a position to affect directly the economic

2
intere@% 8&uch public servant.
e

PO
&ﬁ?%ﬁ? 42:1120.4 provides that if an elected official, in the discharge of a duty or responsibility of his
ofﬁ%e or position, would be required to vote on a matter which would be a violation of R.S. 42:1112, he
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shall recuse himself from voting. Furthermore, the appointed member of the board or commission,

who recuses himself, is prohibited from participating in discussion and debate concerning the matter.

CONCLUSION

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that based on the facts presented, the Code
would not prohibit Mr. Holland from being hired as Fire Chief. However, Scott Nunn would be req@t@red
to recuse himself from voting to hire Mr. Holland as the Fire Chief, in accordance with La. R.S. 4%@2.0.4.
Additionally, La. R.S. 42:1120.4 prohibits Mr. Nunn from participating in the discussion&&ﬁd@dgbate

concerning hiring Mr. Holland as Fire Chief. 0%@0 &\6
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This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Change&'&?th@?zglt? as presented

may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Govgrﬁ)r%gé‘? q@fhics. The Board
issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Coﬁ’%ﬂ%&g@rnmental Ethics, the
Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Act, andrb&?l&@i%\t @terest provisions in the
gaming laws. If you have any questions, please contact me at%@%§m§%30 or (225) 219-5600.
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LaToya D. Jordan
For the Board
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